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.^? iot 3 r for jenaaa-ooviet Friendship (Gooellschaft fuer Dautsch- 
uowjetische Freundschaft) was established on 30 June 19h7, at which time 
xt was called the Society for the Study -of the Culture of the U.S.S.K. 

= uo s tudiua dor U.S.S.IU). Its initial membership numbered 
.about. 2,000 and consisted of intellectuals,, pedagogues, university pro- 
functionaries* and representatives of numerous non- 
onmunist testitutions, both political and cultural, as well as of the govern*- 
ment and th© economy,, Its purpose being the spreading of pro-Soviet propaganda 
and the expansion of Soviet influence, the Society featured fita^hws SSr 
p^f™es,and theater visits* lectures, debate* ?<S Sent 

of the t -nvtft a i? ln + ? l0Se 000 P° ration with the political and cultural officers 
of soviet occupation power. The latter maintained official and social 
contact with the Society which, in a number of cases, was openly p ubli cized 

holic brvn^ge oration authorities also occasionally furnished food, alco- 
hoXxc beverages^ and tobacco for parties Given by the .Society* 

R ! 3S3ia ^ ^constructed a building at the Kastanienwaeldchen near 
CnTturf f x ^ tl! ' a th ®ator adjotabgywhich was called the house of Soviet 
Culture (.Iaujdox uowjotlaxLtur) and was opened to Gorman visitors. At that 
tine, the activity of the Society was expanded . An extensive program 

an * PG Tf? rEianCes T < as to itiatod,while at the same time too occu- 
1 ation authority ostensibly curtailod its own participation. Accordingly, the 
membership rose to approximately £0,000 in the spring of M and, one year 

a PP^° x tnately 70,000, Thus, the Society was rapidly bo coning a true 
na °? organisation capable of sproading effective propaganda for the U.S.S.U. 
praising it as toe seat of wor Id socialism and the champion of all pro ressive 
forces throughout the world. " 

+hn f ? lcti01 ? aci ° s required for this type of organization originated in 

the society and was developed along with other bodies of functionaries in the 
various political, oconomic p and administrative institutions mailing up the ma- 
chinery of the eoviot Zone state* It was hoped that through close relations 
among these functionaries, a complete ideological control of the state and all 
organizations engaged in shaping public life could be achieved, thus establish- 
tog toe^concqpt oi friendship with the Soviet Union on a firm basis* The 
international situation, however, and the differences between the Soviet Union 
and the ‘'extern Allies which led to the forsaation of two German Governments 
adversely affected toe attainment of this goal 0 It appeared that, in tho 3RD 
as well as in othor organizations in the Soviet Zone of Germany, which advocated ' 

Socialism, 



STATE $ 

% 

NAVY 

X 

WSRB 


DISTRIBUTION 


■ r 


a. 

r— 

A $ 

•5] 

AIR ’# | 

Jx 

PB? 


. I J JL_ 

1 1 

h — 





Approved For Release 2001/03/06 : CIA-RDP82-00457R0088q(j 


INEffi 


rrisows CENTER 
LX Mm BSE 

mJv 





25X1 A 


Approved For Release 2001/03/06 : CIA-RDP82-00457R008800410001-3 

coi^xdent m/com*ROL - ti 0 s 0 officials 

mrCML mmiOEKCB AGENCY . 


there were many who believed that propaganda urgiiag friendship 
and cooperation with the '0 o S o 3oK o would make it more dif ficult to 
persuade- the German people to accept the Harxist. ideology, especially 
in view of the experiences which many ■ demans suffered at the hands 
of the Soviet invaders in 19h$* Therefore* It became necessary to give 
the concept of friendship with the U 0 S-,S«>U* a strong impetus * which wa s 
to be accomplished through' the Society* 

li* In the spring of 19£0* the membership of the Society approximated l*0p0,0Q0 o 
At that time* it m3 definitely clear that* as a political party and the 
only responsible bearer of political power* the SKD was unable to obtain 
sufficient popular backing to convert the . Soviet Lono German Democratic 
Republic into a satellite of the t *. O o S ® ® .!■ 1J5 S result it appeared to be 

appropriate . to transform the SED from a party of the masses into a party 
consisting primarily of a hard core of functionaries similar to the Commu«* 
nist Party of the -U*5 *8.11. (Bolshevist) and to concentrate upon reaching 
the masses -through the National Front and its branches* the National 
Front Committee and the National Council* particularly Tilth regard to poli- 
tical and propaganda matters relating to all of Germany « Gracing political 
importance was also attributed to. the Lb scow-controlled uorld Peace Movement 
with its German Peace ^ami.ttee (Deutsches Friedcnskonsaitoe ) in Berlin® 

The Society for SovieWteraan flVioudship was closely connected with, both 
organisations* stressing in the Peace Committee the conception of friend- 
ship with, all peoples* particularly with the U*£>*S 0 R<, as the strongest 
power for peace* and in the National Front* placing emphasis upon por- 
traying the tf.S®SoIL* as the friend of Germany and _ the champion of her 
national independence ® f iha Society thus developed from a mass organisation 
into a political front organisation* establishing the ideological lino for 
all political forces* organizations* and movements j it now comprises more 
than two and one half million members about 10 percent of whom live in 
Be 3 tern Germany® 

5o The developmental stages of the Society described above are illustrated 
more clearly by the structural changes reflected in ' a breakdown of the 
member ship .figures into the various social classes ® hi 191*8* noro than 
b6 percent of the members were white collar' workers and 21 percent were 
intellectuals* university* and high school students. At the same time* 
workers made up loss than 12 percent and agricultural workers less than 
one percent® . A year la tor* when the membership had risen to about 
70*000* which represented about throe and one half times its previous 
number* the percentage of the workers had almost doubled* having risen to: 
noro than 20 ^cent while the percentage of the other groups had scarcely 
chang©d(sic)o ,In .1950, when the nemborahip • approxinatea a million, the woricers 
represented the largest single group* making up more than 37 percent compared 
‘Tilth 3h percent for the white collar worker :,y;hilc the percentage of the 
intellectuals and students had fallen to 11 percent* and the percentage of 
the farmers and agricultural workers remained insignificant® 

6® The changes in the character and mission of the Society also affected tine 
activities of the lovier^leveX units® Ghile social work first rested with 
loosely organised circles and student groups* ±z later shifted to resi- 
dential groups *and no w* in a large measure^ it lies with the enterprise 
groups in which the services of more than 60 percent of the members are 
being enlisted for social work® These enterprise group activities are 
characterised at present by Gorman-^oviot exchanges of experiences under 
the n Leam-from^th©^SovieWJnion Program 11 which Is to reorganise manage- 
ment and labor in accordance with the D oviet pattern and is executed in 
cooperation with the FBGB* the ideological preparation and penetration of 
the enterprises being accomplished by the Society and the organisational 
planning by the FDGbU 


C 0 SP 1 DS! 7T B'.L/C OETROL - u„s, osTicias o::lx 


Approved For Release 2001/03/06 : CIA-RDP82-00457R008800410001-3 



25X1A 


ApproveWiPWUh^W^mm< 0 fAERE>PB 2 ^’Oe 457 ROO 88 OO 41 OOO 1 -3 


10 o 


CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY 
- 3 » 



7 . 


j/ii>ica'c-levol organisational body of the Gociotv is tho Centra) 
voaat^ ‘which . controls tho Land Committees' in Land toondonburg, 
inurJagia, oaxony , i»anoH5MnhaXt, JitecKLonburg and Greater borlin. The 
Land bontaittoos in the Laendor control the toais ^omitteoa* The: Krais- 
■•/Ouaitoeos c,° not necessarily coincide in their jurisdiction -with the 
aomnistrati-ro- division of . the tocise, They include the local ..agencies 
uxtii tneir sucumts, tho residential or local groups, and tho enterprise 
groups, tho latter being composed of neuters working in enterprises* 


The owiy vuich decides tho sessions and objectives of tho organization 
. u r.o ongress which, according to the statutes, is required to con- 
vene a least every two years, or whenever it is requested by the ;najority 
Ox toe i ® 3ia ^Mnittcos which are represented in the Congress by delo-» 
gaceso in addition to the noma responsibilities, such as tho rendering 
01 a statement of. accounts and -a cash report, the congress elects the 
president, uh® vice president, the members of the Central Committee (not 
loss than 75) and adopts a program of activities The 
presiuer.t represents the Society in all matters including those per- 
tanning to law and jurisdiction arid convenes the Congress -vhen so 
o irec w ea by the Central Coiar.ittce 0 The present president \s Friedrich 


VWKJHV UCI JLV4.UJU V \£J A i JLv- ViX -L'J'.iA 

•ourpuorgermeistor of Hast Berlin*, He stusceeded Professor Juer^en 

rfv.'f* Xtx « T’i ... 1 1 •r * » « ^ > ... * . ^ 


- , , . ” _ ■ 4-j.iio in. uueoReaea rroiet 

Kuczynski, chief of tho Deutsches ifirtschaftsiuatitut (Goman Economic 
institute/, hbort was elected not by the Congress hut rather tr- the 
^entral Oomiuittee at a session in the Berlin house of Soviet Culture on 
xy .fune 1950, af ter Kuczyns!ci,his predecessor, had declared hie resigna- 
^° n d° H® same cession and suggested that Ebert be' appointed his suc- 
cessor. Imeuiatoly upon aometing the dutios of his office, Ebert 
amounceo the resignation of ifons.I’ark who had lx.cn socroto general. 
Ion;; wxtli tja se<arera*y-goneral, .Ebert has a firm grasp upon the Co»- 
gross anc. the central doranittee, which atfeys vary 'little opporturitv for 
freeaom of expression in a truly democratic way. 


? * f®^13y controlling the Society is the secretary- general. 


rm « , _ _ v ^ O .Ltt Wit! 

rais office xs acid at present by Gottfried Graenborr^ 


txrlc * s successor* 


; uo served as Minister of Culture of Lar.dXociacnburg 


... ,, ... . - — ...... . .... ... .«,n. v. . .liuauiiaai-, 

nc anc ■ .bert appears® on the scene, the organisation received a 


hon 


pro- 


nounced ag'gressj.vs impulse. Their appointment indicated a revolution 
ltr2~ n ; >oqi ® t S r and coincided approximately with the purge or, in some 
cases, even legal prosecution of a number of intellectuals vhc had been 
prominent in the field of politics and culture. Prominent among the 
lattor was Lex ande, editor-in-chief of the I’riedenspost, the weeltly nar* 
zinc ot fcne •..leri.ian.-boviet: Society, who was brought to trial. ■ Tho secret 
fcary-|eneral is assisted by a secretariat which, like him, is elected* 
by and --r>.»a tne Central Comhtittoe over which the president presides. 


is ?^ li£5t of tlie & * ab ** ,s df' the Central Committee who, fcoe»*her 
yE 1 the president and vice-president, wore elected or; confirnoa f--“ 
oil ice unanimously at the Third Gon^ress in f ^nuarj r 1951 s 


Presidents Friedrich Sbert, Oberbuer.^ermeis cer of Faat Berlin 


Vlce-PrcGidmU Tilii l^redela vrrl ter 


Tico -Pro s ident % 


Pro leinhold Lobodena, president of the Chamber 
of the Laerdcr 


/iCG^Prosident s m ch xirth* lathe operator 
Central Committees 


. rrc:;ott 3 x :; :: 

.aill^Peter s i-, a te secretary - 

Anita Dcidxsl,, eonan worker 

Johannes Diocknann a president of trio. People Chanbcr 
Kaete Fodenlioeffj, laborer 
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Friedrich Fr» siHara, member of the marine fire brigade 

Frofesaor ifeinrich Khnsen, artist 

F'riedrieh Ehrhardt, vAiito collar employee 

Ernst Erler, student 

Hermann Fabrey, farmer 

Karl Fritzsche, locksmith 

'Tilli Freyhoff, laborer and 1 "Hero of Labor" 

Selma Gabelin, secretary of Land Saxony 
Lina Oehhardt, housewife ■■ 

Lucio C-oeseke s rural housewife 

uorald Qoetting, CEO secretary general 

Herbert Oroiff, director of the stool mill in Srandcnburg •» 

(lOtcfnaa Gruomborg, secretary-general 

Liesbath Gruetzmachor, apprentice 

Professor Ilorriiann Haaclc, cartographer 

Fritz Haraachor, deputy seerofery-gcnoral 

Halter Hanke, VdgB functionary 

ilarie-Luise Henning, secretary' 1 of Land uecklenburg 

Fritz Heilraann, secretary of hand Thuringia 

Adolf llennacke, Minister ialr at 

Stefan hermlin, writer 

Rudolf Ilerrnstadt, editorLiiwshief eC Ifeuos Dentscftlaad 

nurt aldesheiri,. agricultural worker 

Kurt Hohoissl, laborer 

Herbert nunraitzsch, organization oocrdajy 

Sr<, Ernst Kaesaasl, ainiaterial employee 

JVidolin Karachi, secretary 

Heinrich Kimpfol, white collar eirployeo 

Eudolf ilirchnor, IT3G3 functionary 

Liesa Klatfcc 

■Joachim Konrad, laborer 

•Juergen latcsynski, economist 
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Heims Kurt% chief of the Jarivissation Department (sie) 

Dtto Laubor, laborer and "Hero of Labor 0 

*targot Laubisch, mechanic apprentice 

Frits Lecler* laborer 

Frits Ledaner*, manager 

Arno von Lenolci, liDPD committee member 

woKgang Linds taedt, laborer 

Robert Haas, resettled £ armor 

Otto i eier^ President of the Diet of Itend&nburg 

Ella Ilaniegl, rmnan agricultural worker 

Walter Iloobius^ tinker 

Ifargareto Liu ell or , tractor driver 

Posenarle Ilueller^ teacher 

V inaens Flue Her, NDPD secretary 

vial ter Piduch^ mechanical engineer 

Heinrich Eau, L&nister of Planning 

. bans Heicholt* DU) Organisation Department 
Hans Kodonberg, film director 
Depp Jioemisch, youth secretary 
i : >/a Eomrainger, student 

Johann bchroeder^ laborer 
Gabriele Gacbse* laborer 

Heinrich Schwarse, country pastor 
Josef Z toff on, agricultural laborer 

Professor Dr, Johannes • ti-broux, president of the Amador of Scivncos 

Cseslaus Scymczak, resettled farmer 

Herbert T&eschner, LDP secrctm^general 

Heins Thioleromm, laborer 

bally Tiets, white collar employee 

Heinrich Tietse, farmdr and burgomaster 

Arwi ; •■■■: : -e v id ^rra, student 

Alfred Tottewits, foreman 

Helmut Unger ^ cabinetmaker 
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, Paul Verner, member of the LED Central Committee secretariat' 

Theodor Valonsieck, locksmith 

Paul Caxvtol, Hiniator for Public Education 

Paul .»cngel3, Land secretary in Cast Berlin 

, Klaus -illording, chief of the .Enlightenment and Propaganda Department 
Firans Censel, oditor^in-chicf 
Jutta CHIe, seamstress 
Georg d oilgas t, trustee 


Joachim bolter, manager of tho. House of Soviet Culture 
Oerda iiindmuoller s heusovdfe 
"tax Zimermann* resettled farmer 

Johannes Donath, director of the German Panic of Issue Kolieebesfe} 

GA Pushkin, Soviet ambassador to East Germany 

Gusev (fnu), V0K3 agent* 


Ho In keeping with the designation, "Society for the Study of the Culture 

of the Soviet Union”, most of the .names appearing on the Central Committee 
level when the Society was go named wore those of prominent persons from 
the fields of science, arts, literature, and public life* The min 'or of 
. persons in this category was still c onpar a tively large' when, .at the II 
Congress in the sunncr of 1?U9,. the society was reorganised* TIowyer, a 
comparatively small number of the previous members * was reelected at the 
III Congress, even though that assembly departed from the established 
rules to elect 8£ members rather than 75. to the Central Committee, Among 
those not reelected, for example, were Professor van Beech, Gerhard Kisler, 
Bernhard ulellermann, the noted yjt iter, Stefan Hoynann^ and others « The 
Central ^orinittee was reorganised in 'accordance with the requirements of a 
mass organisation, and with no particular consideration for the qualifi- 
cation oi the individual members * The work of tho Committee consists 
largely of the execution of tho working program adopted by the Congress as 
well as in the control of all activities of the organization during the 
, period when the Congress is in recess* However, most of these duties are 
performed by. special functionaries of the Society. and by the SKI) rather than 
bs r the Committee member s* Nearly all decisions arc made by the secretariat , 
which xs a truly operational bod;/ 1 giving directives and propaganda and 
political instructions' to the Land Committee and exercising a rigid control 
over its subordinate agencies* A printing office and several publishing 
houses are available* 

12o The Land Committees are organized in accordance with a pattern similar to 
that of the Central Committee, Their executive, organ is the Conference 
of the Land Delegates** They exercise the same functions and employ the 
same methods as the Congress, executing In their areas the missions 
assigned to them by. the Central - Committee- through the secrc tary^goneraJL* 
Coriparatively speaking, they play^nuch more active and responsible role 
than the members of the Central remittee . They, . too, have a Land oacre- 
.V' r iat’.'. is ha,:./.; ; . '.'y a .Laud : -ecre Lory, . ihe h 

staff of fulltime advisors and con :rols and supervises tho execution o.f 
his onn instruction as well as theao of tho Central Co^itteo in the 
leader units* 
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He has under his cor,'! and Kreis instructors (Bor* irk instructors in Hast 
Berlin) who work in the Krois branches of the Society* The Bvreis 
domittoes :ln turn elect a secretariat , with the dreis instructor 
usually serving; as Ivrois secretary* Ho is not subordinate to the 
Krois Committee and thus is in a position to carry out the instructions 
of the Land secretary’ and influence the Kreis Conmittoo as well as the 
nest basic units* Tne Knots Committee as well as the secretariat are 
presided over by the. first clmixwm* ' The instructor gives guidance md 
advice in the drafting of the program of activities which is prepared 
for all basic units?* Accordingly, the only responsibility left to the 
local, resident al, and enterprise croups with respect to the program is 
the fixing of dates and such minor modifications of the directives as 
local conditions, circumstances of age, trade, and requirements of the 
enterprises demand* 

13 o Under the Kre is vor stand is the local group (Grtsgruppe) which also has 
its cro c omit tee consisting of functionaries in charge of residential' 
and enterprise groups and responsible for collection of dues« Those 
basic units are required to report on social work participated in and 
action taken on directions from higher headquarters* Their reports are 
consolidated into a monthly report by the Kreis. instructor* This monthly 
report is of considerable importance in guiding higher echelons in 
planning and decisions* inasmuch as it contains detailed information con- 
cerning; the political and propaganda activity and development of the basic 
units, and provides an effective check on all organisational matters o 

liic . file functionaries constantly concentrate on developing a greater degree of 
class consciousness among all members, on promoting their pro-soviet atti- 
tude and their allegiance to the Soviet political line and willingness to 
fight for the socialist ideals of the Soviet Union* The work in the enter- 
prise groups is intended to foster an exchange of hovlet-derman experiences 
thereby transplanting Soviet methods of management, planning and eeoncqy 
into the Soviet Aone of Germany,, It Ig&lmost universally recognised that 
the final goal is the sovietiaation of Germany* A hard core of- capable 
functionaries' and a disciplined execution of carefully planned activities 
in, which all members dorm, to the basic units participate , is required for the 
• achievement of this goal* 


* ¥ED Stahl- und 3r and er?: burg.. 
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